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This playlet was written for Elizabeth Asquith, Princess
Bibesco, who acted it, according to Shaw, at least once, for
charity, but when and where he could not recall. Nor, as
far as could be discovered, could any one else. But pre-
sumably it served its charitable purpose.
(23)                    A GLIMPSE OF REALITY
Written in 1909. First production by the Glasgow Clarion
Pkyers at the Fellowship Hall, Glasgow, on 8th October 1927.
First production by and at the Arts Theatre Club, London, on
20th November 1927. Not performed in America.
Among the First Players.
In London Harcourt Williams played Count Ferruccio; Elissa
Landi, Giulia; and Terence O'Brien, Sandro.
'ATragedietta.'                                                            G. B. S.
Written for Granville-Barker, but never either played or
produced by him, this little piece, grim for Shaw, remained
among Shaw's papers, forgotten, until 1927.
(24)                              MISALLIANCE
Written in 1909-10. First production by Charles Frohman at
the Duke of York's Theatre, London, on 23rd February 1910.
First American production by William Faversham at the Broad-
hurst Theatre, New York, on 27th September 1917.
Among the First Players.
In England, Lena Ashwell played Lina; Miriam Lewes, Hypatia;
and Donald Calthrop, Summerhays. In America, the Summerhays
was Philip Leigh and the Hypatia, Elizabeth Risdon. Frederick
Lloyd played John Tarleton in both countries.
*The London critics laughed heartily at my play, Misalliance, yet
the next morning they informed the public they had suffered the
weariest agonies of boredom simply because that is the customary
thing to write about such plays.'                                   G. B. S.
The critics were right. They laughed, because even at
his dullest Shaw ejects enough wit to make even a critic
laugh; and they were bored, because a play in which human
beings are supplanted by puppets floundering to illustrate
an author's hypothesis, itself obscure, has all the makings